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a small basket of wood ashes put in to keep off white ants,
which might eat up the albumen or kernel from which the young
plant should draw nourishment until it has roots of its own.
One year seedlings are suitable if strong, but more commonly
two year old plants are set out, then shaded with palm leaves,
and the intermediate ground cultivated with annual crops that
require irrigation. In any case the young Coconut Palms
need to have the soil kept moist and well manured until the
palms are five years old; after that it will depend on the nature
of the soil, whether irrigation is necessary or not. If water is
not available at a short distance from the surface, irrigation
must be used. After it is 5 years old, if well grown, if not, later
by 2 or 3 years, during the rainy season, a ditch is dug round
the tree at a distance of 4 feet, cutting some of the roots. Into
the ditch a heavy dressing of dry fish or other strong nitro-
genous manure is given, and the stem banked up so as to cause
the rain-water to soak down near the root instead of x'unning
off. If well grown, fruiting begins at 5 years old, but 7 years
is a mofe common age. Growing Coconuts requires much
capital, because assuming that sufficient wells exist on the estate,
an expenditure of Rs. 1,700 per acre during the first seven years
may be necessary. In favourable circumstances an income of
Rs. 700 may be expected from annual crops planted between
the rows of Coconut Palm during the same period. The coco-
nut is a tree that lends itself to cultivation greatlj1* and flourishes
very much in proportion ^to the soil and cultivation it obtains.
I have trees that are equally healthy, some 68 feet high, and
others 70 feet high, that were planted on the same day 18 years
ago. The annual expenditure may be reduced, but it rarely,
occurs that the total expenditure required to bring an acre of
Coconut trees into full bearing is less than Rs. 7,000.
The value of the produce depends on the proximity of markets;
near Bombay it is estimated to be Rs. 510 yearly per acre, from
which an annual cost of cultivation and assessment amounting
to 187 must be deducted, leaving a yearly profit of Rs. 323 per
aero to the cultivating landowner, presumably from established
plantations. The proximity of the second city in the British
. Empire, and the consequent high value of toddy, no doubt, is an
important factor in this estimate' (Woodrow),

